he. Vrrgrma yéneral Assembly and Sther d1st1ngu15hed guests to this historic site -
Awhere the, pr1nc1ples of 1ndependence
“vidual were so eloquently declared:;

)

te the great fundamental prmc1ples of freé governrnents

- remain unaltered:

- The Cap1 ol is

_ _brave new World

;ished until it erupted into the torrent of: revolution.”
0 After the House of Burgesses was drsbanded
convent10ns~ followed by. the House of Delegates’

: zc':f_o‘s;re’rn‘rr].'ent, is lth‘e_ .seruant'= of tho LpeoPlé}. -n_bt_ th :

\;vh.lle honeymoomng_‘ W1th hlS new Wlfe Martha Here sat the serlous mmdecl

8 _Th_rs occasron also pays tribute to ‘the: acluevements of the great arclutects of e
; representatrve government and individual hberty Thomas Jéfferson; Patrick Henry, - -
. Géorge Washington, ]ames Madison; George ‘Mason, Peyton Randolph Richard * -

Henry Lec, and-pther. brilliant: lumrnanes in’ V1rg1n.tas proud hrstory The princi-.. -
- ples. these men proclalmed on thrs site are 2§ ﬁmdamental as they are 1mperlshable S
Throughout the yedrs, the basrc.“'tenets set forth in’a series of great documents_ T

Y. fai Wﬂhamsburgs most lmportant burldrng and the chamber ,
in: which this sessiori corveres its most srgnrﬁcant foom. On, this Site, the House -
of Burgesses gathered and debated the greaf issues of the day. ‘This’ assembly first,
“metina Wooden churcb o1 the sandy soil of ]amestown in 1619 Those men and R
l_?-thelr successors’ ‘Survived famme enemy attack, British mtransrgence, and mternal AP

“ strife to lay the: groundwork for hfe, hberty and the pursmt of happlness ina trulyr_‘

ic -Colomal lehamsburg Foundatr ;1‘s‘honored and. pnvdeged 1o Welcome |

self government and freedom of the 1nd1— ;f 2

: -Thls pllgnmage by: Amerlcas oldest leg1slat1ve body comes two hundred and S

tlnrty—snc years after the’ General Assembly held its first session in R1chmond Tt

<has become a tradmon “spanning’over e1ghty years since the Capitol’s rededrcatron AR

o -in 1934 Exceptlng ‘two_instances dunng, and shortly after, ‘World WarI, the -

General Assembly has honored this- city. with periodic visits to. the Ha]l of thef A
L I—Iouse of Burgesses to renew its ll'lSpll‘atlon and strengthen 1ts resolve to Perpetu— L

10,1699, after Vrrgrma had expanded its: precanous foothold on the edge of the |
Wllderness intoa flourishirig £ tobiceo colony, the’ capltal was ‘moved from ]ames-_ y
_town 1o, rhe settlement of. Mlddle Plantation, soon to be- rena.med Wdhamsburg o
“Over the. follomng eighty s years, the groundswe]l for self government was_nour= -

in 1776 Various. Revoluuonary .
f the commonwealth metat this =
- “site, This chamber stinds-ds 2’ mofiiment to those gencrations of " patrmts ‘who. -
“served the cause of self—government arid who beheved along with ]ohn Locke that' S

Here sat George Washmgton a;young man of harent}r-setren already a battle- e
) .ha:dened vetéran: of the French'arid:Indian War, serving his first da.ys asa burgess'r-“-_ L

= of. Wﬂham ancl Mary and of the: law under. the direction of George Wythe Here™ _,;?_'




A_nt1qu1t1es The evtentual reconstmctton by Colomal Wﬂhamsburg Was'made pos—

" sible: by the detaxled records kept by the’ cost—consc1ous burgesses dunng the _

" glnal constructton in 1701 and the- remodehng in 1748. : : -
On’ Februa.ry 24,1934, 4t the ofﬁcwl ceremonies, dedlcatmg th_ts bulldlng, the
House of; Delegates =aln the Senate meetmg 1n _]omt session, passed a bill enablmg_:

'the General Assembly t; .hold ﬁtture sessmns in'the Capltol at t].mes that mlght

“seem’proper. The. assembly Was addressed by ]ohn D. Rockefeller Jr who closed . "

"w1th the followmg Words

.,-Wbaz‘ a z‘em}btatzon L‘o szt in szlence cmd ]et z‘be past speafé 151 us-
> of z‘base wbase vozcerome resounded m thése halls, and 'wbose
i ﬁzrseemg wzsdam, bng caurage, ind. unseﬁsb defvaz‘zan o tbe
- common. goad will ever be- ai zmpzmtzan ‘10 Tioble lz‘vzng To
?‘“" z‘bezr memory z‘be rebm‘ﬁ ff t/m buzldmg ) forefoer dedzcaz‘ed

2 OO p m Separate Sessmns of the House of Delegates and the Senate “-i

2 30 p m ]omt Sessmn m the Ha]l of the House of Burgesses S
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