Visitor Information

Capitol Square is a public park that changes with the seasons, the General
Assembly Sessions, and the bustle of Richmond’s dynamic downtown.

Beginning in January of each year, the Square pulses with activity as
legislators from all parts of Virginia convene to conduct the business of the
people.
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Throughout the year, visitors enjoy the magnificent grounds, walkways,
monuments and magic of the historic Square. School children and tourists
from around the globe use the Square as a starting point to visit downtown
and statewide historical attractions.

Operating Hours

The Capitol building is open to visitors 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Mon-Sat and
Sundays from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Capitol Square is open to the public
from 6:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. daily.

"Whenever the people are well informed, they can be trusted with their own government.”

It All Began in Virginia

American self-government began in Jamestown, Virginia, in 1619, and it continues to

thrive at the Capitol today.

The Virginia General Assembly convenes here annually on the second Wednesday
in January for 60 calendar days in even-numbered years; 45 days in odd-numbered
years. Citizen legislators represent the interests of over 8.7 million Virginians.

Tours

Free one-hour guided tours begin Monday through Saturday no later than
10:00 a.m. for walk-in visitors (9:00 a.m. for groups by appointment), with the
last tour starting at 4:00 p.m. On Sunday, guided tours are available
beginning at 1:00 p.m., with the last tour starting at 4:00 p.m. In addition,
self-guided tours are available during operating hours each day.*

The Capitol is closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's Day.

Individuals and small groups are invited to tour the Capitol on their own or
with a tour guide. Guided tours for groups of 10 or more may be arranged by

calling Capitol Guides at (804) 698-1788.
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The Capitol's introductory film Keepers of the Flame is available for viewing on
demand at https://virginiacapitol.gov/kotf

GRACE STREET

Entrance
Visitors may enter the Capitol at the entrance plaza, located on the north side
of Bank Street opposite 10th Street.

The Capitol entrance address is 1000 Bank Street Richmond, VA 23219.
Dining and Shop

The Capitol offers a "grab and go" food service located in the Visitor's Center.
Cold beverages and foods are available for purchase. A gift shop is in the
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same area. Afull-service cafeteria is located on the 1st floor of the General

Assembly Building nearby. Visitors entering from street level will need to pass
through this building's security in order to visit the cafeteria.

Executive Mansion
Home of Virginia's Governor
and First Family since 1813,
the Executive Mansion is the
oldest governor’s residence
still used for its original
purpose. Guided tours are
available on a limited basis
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and vary according to the
season. Call (804) 371-8687

FRANKLIN STREET

for more information or to
schedule a group tour.

*Times subject to change
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Dick Kirkland, House of Delegates Clerk’s Office
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The Virginia State Capitol

1000 Bank Street

Richmond, Virginia 23219
www.virginiacapitol.gov

Tour Information: (804) 698-1788

"This building is, beyond comparison,
the finest, the most noble, and the
greatest in all America.’

A Visitor to the Capitol from France, 1796
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Dr. Martin Luther

Forty State Senators are elected for four-year terms. The Lieutenant Governor
is the President and presiding officer of the Senate. The Senate elects a
senior member as President pro tempore and the Clerk, who serves at the
pleasure of the Senate. The House of Delegates has 100 members, who are
elected every two years. The Speaker of the House is elected from and by
the membership, and the Clerk is elected by the membership, each for a

two-year term.
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featurmg Madison, Monroe and Marshall) met here and created a new Constitution for Virginia. Five of Virginia's

likenesses of the eight constitutions have been created in this building, as recently as 1970.

Virginia-born presidents.

A dramatic interior The Capitol cornerstone is laid; Patrick Henry is Becoming a Square. French immigrant Maximilian Godefroy Homage to The Revolution. A dedication ceremony is held for the George Washington The Capitol Disaster. Sixty-two are killed and Hyphens joining the wings

dome and skylight governor. Three years later the General designs a landscaped park around the Capitol. Two years later Equestrian Monument on the northwest corner of Capitol Square. Joining the General will another 251 injured when the third floor court room, to the historic Capitol are
illuminate CAP'TOL Assembly begins meeting in the unfinished the cast iron fence is added, creating the 12-acre Capitol be statues of Andrew Lewis, representing Colonial Times; Patrick Henry for The Revolution; overcrowded with citizens wishing to hear the verdict enlarged to create more

) building, which is finally completed in 1798. Its Square. The original fence, designed by Paul Alexis Sabbaton George Mason for the Bill of Rights; Thomas Jefferson, Independence; Thomas Nelson, in a contested election case, collapses into the work space for legislators.
Jean-Antoine BUILDING design precedes the U.S. Capitol by a decade. and installed in 1818, remains in place today. Finance; and John Marshall, Justice. The monument is completed in 1869. empty House of Delegates chamber below. . .
Houdon's marble PUBLIC ENTRANCE The Capitol Restoration and

Expansion Project is completed at

statue of George 1000 Bank St. at 10th St. . . i a cost of $104.5 million. Historic
Washington. In 1785, Capitol Timeline RS 1813 1816 1825 1850 1858 1861 - 1865 1870 1906 1964 2007 Capitol interiors are restored to their
Houdon visited the General at Mount Vernon, took appearance when the wings were
detailed body measurements, and made sketches. The Executive Mansion is completed. It remains The Bell Tower is completed to Notman Landscape Plan. Sculpting the Square are the The Confederate Congress. The building serves as the Capitol of the Confederacy M The East and West Wings, added in 1906. An underground

He coated Washington’s face with oil and covered it in the nation’s oldest Governor’s residence in use and house the public guard, predecessor meandering walkways, native trees and shrubs designed and as the State Capitol of Virginia during the Civil War. Robert E. Lee takes designed by John Kevan Peebles to extension provides 27,000-sq-ft. of
is a National Historic Landmark. of today’s Capitol Police. by Scottish immigrant, master architect and landscaper, command of the Virginia State forces here in 1861, and Jefferson Dauvis is house new chambers for the House additional space while preserving
John Notman. Its Picturesque design predates Central inaugurated as Confederate President on the Square in 1862. Ex-president John of Delegates and Senate, are the exterior beauty of Mr.
Park in New York City by almost a decade. Tyler and General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson lie in state here during the war. completed at a cost of $250,000. Jefferson’s Capitol.

plaster to make a life mask. The completed life-sized
statue stands 62" and is considered a perfect likeness
of Washington at the age of 53.
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